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- Rev. Cheryl Wood-Thomas

Planting the Seeds

 We were certainly way ahead in terms of
effectiveness and production than where we
were during the very first shutdown wave
when it was just John and Rev. Bill and I in
the building trying to stitch together clips of
different recordings.  This year it was much
nicer to have live music and the energy of
others participating.  Our online presence has
become an important part of our new reality,
and while we celebrate the return to in-person
worship for February, the hybrid aspect of
worship will be a permanent part of worship
life.  

Years ago, Marshall McLuhan said that the
“medium is the message”, and I believe that to
still be true, but while we may think about the
medium of worship being online or in-person,
the medium of the message of the gospel
remains Christians.  The good news of the
gospel is communicated through each one of
us through how we live our lives.  We are the
medium of the message, through our words
and through our deeds.  Each day in a variety
of ways we plant the seeds of the gospel in
our communities.  We might not see the
immediate growth, but something is always
germinating, and it is God alone who will bring
the increase.

The month of January saw a return to entirely online worship as we decided to err on the side of caution
in terms of the latest omicron covid wave.  It was the right thing to do, but it is always difficult to preach
to a near-empty church sanctuary. 
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Inuksuit, Innunguaqs and St.

Johns Stevensville United

Church
- Rev. Bill Thomas

Possible translations/definitions for inuksuk are: “to act in the capacity of a human,” ”someone was here,” or “you
are on the right path.” It is derived from the Inuit word “inuk” meaning, “human.” If we were to try and find parallels
in our own setting, we might think of a street sign or a directional sign on the highway. But, we might also think of a
cairn or a highway cross marking the site of a historical event or a tragedy.
In an article entitled, “When is An Inuksuk Not An Inuksuk,” author and internet blogger, MaryLou Driedger
differentiates inuksuit from the much more recent phenomenon known as the innunguaq, (ᐃᓄᙳᐊᖅ). Although an
innunguaq is also created by laying stones upon stones, they are intentionally built to resemble the human form.
An innunguaq is built on a spot intended to venerate a person, or to mark a place where people congregate. It can
also have a spiritual significance.

Inuksuit, (the plural of ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ, inuksuk, sometimes spelled inukshuk) have been
used by the Inuit, Inupiat, Kalaallit, Yupik and, other peoples of the Arctic region
of North America and Greenland for at least 4000 years. The earliest known
inuksuit can be dated between 1800 and 2400 BCE. Some of the oldest known
inuksuit can be found in the Mingo Lake region, south of Baffin Island.
Inuksuit can be as simple as a single rock or as complex as many layers of rocks
stacked on top of each other. They are waymarkers that can indicate the location
of a good fishing river, a beach to land a kayak, the direction to travel to a nearby
encampment, a cache of meat, or the site of a momentous event.

Although both sculptures are created by combining and layering rocks and stones upon
each other, Driedger emphasizes that they are not interchangeable as their purpose and
function is different. Another important aspect of the conversation is historical. Driedger
references Inuit elder, artist and, former Nunavut Commissioner (similar to a provincial
Lieutenant Governor), Piita Irniq who asserts that it is important to differentiate between
inuksuit and innunguaqs because whereas inuksuit have been part of Inuit culture for at
least four millenia, the earliest known innunguaq is less than 200 years old. Whereas
inuksuit are still found only in the north and are still very much a part of Inuit culture and
life, innunguaqs have not only migrated south to cities like Vancouver and Ottawa but
they can now be seen in places like Mexico City, Mexico and Hiroshima, Japan.
There is an innunguaq that stands outside of the main sanctuary doors of St John’s
Stevensville United Church. There have been questions concerning the innunguaq and
so we there will be an information night and conversation concerning the innunguaq on
Monday, February 7 from 7:00-8:30. Barring any unforeseen circumstances and/or
increased Covid restrictions Rev Bill will lead this discussion in-person in the sanctuary.
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~ Carolyn Campbell

Adult Uke Club

Holy Manners: Our Commitment to the

Creation of Safe Space

Holy Manners: Our Commitment to the Creation of
Safe Space at St. John’s Stevensville United Church

We come to this space knowing that God loves us as
we are and yearns for us to be in closer relationship
with all of God’s beloved.
In our behavior, our words, and our attitudes we
promise to relate to one another with:
*  Respect
*  Humility
*  Patience
* Open-mindedness
* Courage
* Compassion
* And we promise to treat ourselves with kindness.

The phrase “holy manners” comes from Behavioural
Covenants in Congregations by Gil Rendle.  Former
United Church Moderator Marion Pardy made
extensive use of the term during her time as
Moderator.  There are a number of versions of “holy
manners”.
Adapted from Our Commitment as God’s Diverse
Church, by the Rev. Michael Blair and the Rev. Steve
Willey, Toronto, 2008.

And as we get ready for our AGM in March...Holy
Manners for Meetings

We will;
·       Keep God at the centre of everything we do; 
·       Each speak for ourselves; 
·       Speak for a purpose; 
·       Separate people from problems; 
·       Allow for full and equitable participation; 
·       Attend to others carefully without interruption; 
·       Welcome the conflict of ideas; 
·       Take a future orientation; 
·       Demonstrate appreciation; 
·       Honour the decisions of the body; 
·       Commit to holding one another to account when
we do not keep our holy manners; 
·       Keep the discussion at the table; 
·       Be mindful of our body language; 
·       Check in about good use of time; 
·       Allow the quiet people to speak, with an invitation
to speak; and 
·       Sincerely say what we really feel. 

The Annual General Meeting for St. John's
Stevensville United Church will be held on March 20th.
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Yes - Adult Uke Club! It's your turn folks.  This past December, did you
happen to see and hear the Kid's Uke Club perform?   Did you think to
yourself ‘hey, that looks like a lot of fun’ or was it more of a ‘I'd like to try
that' thought?  Perhaps you were not aware that SJS had any sort of
ukulele club at all.  Well, now is the time.
St. John’s Stevensville UC is starting an Adult Uke Club for beginners or
for those that would like a refresher on an instrument long forgotten. 
 Previous music experience is not required but a love of fun is always an
asset.  Weekly sessions begin on Tuesday, February 1st, 2022, 6:00-
7:00 PM at the church and will run for 9 weeks.  There is a $50 fee for
the 10 weeks that covers the cost of the lesson, music, a loaner ukulele
and any other incidental supplies.  We look forward to having you join
us. Email sjsprograms@gmail.com to register!
Let’s strum away those winter blues and show winter our musical spirit!
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What a beautiful way to begin an account of The Gospel of Jesus. As he does in The Acts of The Apostles,
Luke, the evangelist addresses his recounting of the life and ministry of Jesus to “Theophilus,” literally, “Lover of
God.” It has long been debated whether or not Theophilus was an individual, perhaps Luke’s patron or, if the
Theophilus is a more generic name, referring to members of the community that have embraced the message
of Jesus and have been named Christians.

The Gospels of Luke, Matthew and Mark together are referred to as the Synoptic Gospels. The term synoptic
(Latin: synopticus; Greek: συνοπτικός, romanized: synoptikós) comes via Latin from the Greek σύνοψις,
synopsis, i.e. "seeing all together." When applied to the three gospels there is a sense of the evangelists having
given an account of the events from the same point of view. Theologians have approached these three gospels
in this way because of the many commonalities between the narratives, the chronology of events, the stories
and parables Jesus shares, the names of the people who gathered around him. Of course, there are also
differences between the gospels that make for interesting topics for exploration and conversation. This graph
illustrates the amount of overlap between the three synoptic gospels and the amount of detail unique to each.

Beginning in early January, a small group has been gathering to take a closer look at The Gospel of Luke. We
learned that Luke often draws on the prophecies contained in The Book of The Prophet Isaiah as he presents
the person and the mission of Jesus. We have seen connections between the words of Mary in chapter 1,
commonly referred to as The Magnificat and the selection from Isaiah that Jesus chooses to share in the
synagogue in chapter 4. We have also noted that a significant portion of the 35% of the gospel that is unique to
Luke is made up of 14 parables that are found only in this account of Jesus’ life, including “The Prodigal Son”
and “The Good Samaritan.”

The Gospel According to Luke
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In the coming weeks we will continue to explore the
parables and then move into some of the stories of healing
before looking at the narrative around holy week, the
crucifixion, resurrection and finally the transition into The
Acts of The Apostles, which is also believed to have been
written by the same author. Although there is some overlap
week to week and I do reference material covered in
previous classes, it is desirable, but not necessary for
participants to have been at every class.

At this time, as with worship on Sunday morning, we are
gathering virtually using the Zoom platform. We gather
from 1:00 until 2:00 with a little time on either end for
checking in and catching up. If you have not participated
yet but, think you might like to participate in the remaining
classes, contact Rev Bill at rev.bill.thomas@gmail.com to
receive the link to the Zoom room.

I (have) decided, after investigating everything carefully from the very first,
to write and orderly account (of the life of Jesus Christ) for you,

most excellent Theophilus, …. (Luke 1: 3)

- Rev. Bill Thomas
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Advent Love for Northern Neighbours

- Victoria MacDonald

Over the course of Advent, the Sunday School sent home small tins
called "Advent Love for Northern Neighbours." The point was to reflect
each day of the Advent season on the things that are good in your life,
and then place a coin into the tin to help provide good things to others. It
was decided that the money collected would go towards bringing fresh
food and water to northern Canadian villages. Many of these small
villages are fly-in only, and many families go hungry as food cannot reach
them, or the food that is available has too high a mark up for families to
afford. 
We had a resounding response, and so we were able to send 21 gifts (of
$10 each) to the Northern Communities of Canada through the United
Church's "Gifts With Vision" program. If you would like to learn more
about the program, see https://giftswithvision.ca/
Thank you to all who participated in this wonderful project, and we hope
that you gained something from the reflection time. We appreciate all of
you!

Churches That Live Stream

- John Bedell
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 I created the Facebook help forum "Canadian Churches That Live-Stream" in November 2020 in response to
requests from churches across Canada looking for help during the pandemic to either get started live-streaming,
or to improve their existing live-streaming/recording capabilities. Over the ensuing 14 months membership has
grown to 764 members (individuals and churches) from literally all across Canada. 
I only accept Canadian members in order to keep the discussions focussed on our unique problems, and the
group is non-denominational - many members are from the United Church of Canada, but we also have Christian
Reformed, Catholic, Lutheran, Anglican, Jewish and Hindu communities of faith represented in the group. The
members range from absolute beginners looking for clarity about how to get started, to experienced church
techies looking for help with some particular aspect of their existing systems. People post problems daily, and
group members will jump in to provide suggestions and guidance. We also run occasional online training forums
on Zoom where we "meet" virtually to discuss various aspects of church technology.

As the pandemic eases the need for the help forum
may diminish, but I doubt it - most of us involved in
churches and the church live-streaming community
agree that this is a reality of church outreach
forevermore. I joined a panel discussion with
another tech group a few days ago, and we all
agreed that the online viewers are a part of our
church families,  just another church "campus"
outside of our physical locations.



LOVE GOD... LIVE JESUS

Fierce Hope: A Lenten Study

This spring, Rev. Cheryl will offer a 5 WEEK (March 22nd, 29th, April 12th, 19th, 26th) Bible Study using the
book, Fierce Hope: Hope for the Weary, Disappointed, Devastated, and Indifferent by Michelle Dwyer. Dwyer is
one of only 24 women ordained within the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church in Canada, a much sought-
after conference speaker, and podcaster. She also grew up and went to school with Rev. Cheryl in Truro, NS.
The books are available on Amazon, but SJS has been able to make a bulk purchase at the publisher’s rate of
$16, and will make them available to individuals for $10. You can pick up a copy in the church office.

From the back cover...
Many of us have settled four lives without dynamic hope, but we weren't designed to live this way. Hope is a
key ingredient for us to flourish in life and relationships. It's a matter of the head and the heart. It's more than
facts and information, and much more than a whimsical feeling that comes and goes. Solid hope is anchored to
something bigger than you and your experiences.
In Fierce Hope, Michelle invites you into her story of losing and finding hope and shares the tools that have
unlocked a fierce and relentless hope for her and countless others. These proven tools will activate hope in
your own life. Michelle writes in a way that's easy to read whether you've gone to church your whole life, or you
feel like you would never darken the doors. Don't settle for what you've known - pursue hope. You'll find it here.

Week #1 – God is NOT your Fairy Godmother.
   Chapters 1-5 (pgs 1-19)
   Job 38-42:6 God’s answer to Job’s questioning.
   If you are unfamiliar with this book, I suggest that you also read 
   chapters 1 and 2 that set the context of the story, and the 
   conversations that follow throughout the next 40 chapters.
Week #2 – Re-alignment & Healthy Laments
   Chapters 6-11 (pgs 20-54)
   Genesis 3:1-7 Fall of Humanity / Romans 5:12-21 Death in 
   Adam, but Life in Christ
   Psalm 25 &amp; Psalm 55
Week #3 – From Surviving to healing
   Chapters 12-15 (pgs 56-80)
   Romans 12:9-19 Christian Behaviour
Week #4 – “Soul Ties” & Generational Grief
   Chapters 16-20 (pgs 81-111)
   Genesis 2 Life in the Garden can be lonely
   Mark 6:47-51 Walking on Water
Week #5 – Live Boldly, Bravely & Loved
   Chapters 21-23 (pgs 113-139)
   Matthew 11:25-30 Weary &amp; Heavy Burdened
   Psalm 34:1-8 Taste & See the Lord is Good

To register please email: sjsprograms@gmail.com by March 6th
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What's the Deal with the Ashes?

~ Rev. Cheryl Wood-Thomas

Movie Night: Amazing Grace

Unlike last year on zoom, this year’s Ash Wednesday Service will be held down at
the EMBRACE Centre on March 2nd at 7pm.
The imposition of ashes to begin the Season of Lent was, up until the last 30
years, a strictly Roman Catholic observance.  So what is the deal with people
walking around with a black cross streaked across their forehead?
Ashes were used in ancient times to express grief, and also as an external sign of
repentance. In our more modern times, on Ash Wednesday, palm leaves are
saved from the Palm Sunday the previous year and burnt in a dish with oil added
later to make a sort of paste.  The Minister or Priest then uses the ash mixture to
mark a cross on the forehead or hand of an individual to symbolize the precarious
nature of life and evitability of death. "Remember that you are dust, and to dust
you shall return."  This then begins the observance of Lent, a 40-day journey of
repentance and solemn reflection, followed by Holy Week and the celebration of
Easter.

St. John's will be hosting a movie night on Feb. 23 at 6:45pm. We know,
it isn't a proper movie night without pop and popcorn, so we will make

sure that there will be some available when you get here!
Amazing Grace is a spectacular movie about William Wilberforce as he
struggles to abolish slavery in Europe. The movie boasts actors Ioan
Gruffudd, Benedict Cumberbatch and Michael Gambon. Although it is

now 15 years old, it maintains the emotional pull for everyone who
watches it. 

There will be time after the movie to stay and discuss the themes and
moments of the movie that captured your attention. 

Feb. 23 @ 6:45 pm
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Have a Topic You Want to Add?

We want to hear from you! What sort of topic would you like to see in the next newsletter?  Do you have a thought-
provoking question that you want to pose to one of our Ministry team? Does your group or committee have something

special they want to share with the congregation? 
Let us know! This newsletter is a great way to share our word with each other, and all are welcome to contribute in

whatever way you feel called to do!

For Fun

Did you know about
these upcoming

"Holidays"?
Feb. 24: Tortilla Chip
Appreciation Day

Mar. 14: National Day of
Napping

Mar. 22: International
Goofing Off Day

So have fun celebrating!
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Mandalas are designs of geometric
shapes displayed in a circle. They are

meant as a way of focussing your
attention, of meditating or providing

spiritual guidance. 
Keep an eye out for our Mandala Project,

in cooperation with the Creative Spirit
Members, to begin in the near future. 
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Weekly Events

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

9:30am - Food For The Body (and
for the Soul) Prep

11:30am - Food For The Body (and
for the Soul) @Embrace
1:00pm - Book of Luke Bible Study
6:00pm - Adult Uke Club

9:30am - Nimble Thimbles
6:00pm - Youth Group @Embrace

10:00am - Choir Practice
1:00pm - Creative Spirit @Embrace

Announcements

Want to get your name on our address list?
Just let us know by emailing

sjsprograms@gmail.com!

We are back to in-person worship!
After spending so much time online, we have now been able to move back into our

lovely sanctuary. We are still asking people to maintain their distance and keep their
masks on.

The Annual General Meeting for the church will be held on March 20th. All are
welcome to attend.

(For those of you who haven't gotten your reports in yet, get on that!!)

Looking to volunteer, but don't know what's available? Consider the Tech
Team, Soup Makers, Vespers Committee, Choir, etc.

Contact sjsprograms@gmail.com to learn more!

The Sunday School and Youth Group will be holding an outdoor get-together
Feb. 5 from 3-6pm! The event will be held outdoors at the pond at Scott Holmes'

in St. Anns.. There is no gear to rent, but hot chocolate and roasted
marshmallows will be available. 

Victoria is looking to start an interview series
called "The Living History of St. John's

Stevensville." She will be looking to speak
with people who are willing to be filmed. If you

think you might be interested, see her.
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Conversations of the Innunguaq will be held in the Sanctuary on February 7, 
 from 7-8:30. The discussion will be led by Rev. Bill. All are welcome to attend.
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www.stjohnsstevensvilleunitedchurch.com
St. John's Stevensville United Church
The Embrace Center
www.niagaraonlineworship.com

Come worship with us Sunday mornings
at 11:00am, in person or online at
www.niagaraonlineworship.com

 
Embrace Center Drop In - Tuesday to

Thursday, 11am-2pm

Wondering where to find out even more
information about the upcoming events and

ongoing activities;

Check Us Out

St. John’s Stevensville United Church:
14789 Sodom Road

PO Box 267 
Stevensville, ON

L0S 1S0
905-382-3344

Contact Us

Rev. Bill Thomas
289-213-3153

rev.bill.thomas@gmail.com
 

Rev. Cheryl Wood-Thomas:
905-6872664

rev.cheryl.wood@gmail.com
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